Identification of major prognostic subgroups of patients with large-cell lymphoma treated with m-BACOD or M-BACOD.
One hundred twenty-one patients with diffuse large-cell lymphoma treated with m- or M-BACOD (methotrexate, bleomycin, doxorubicin, cyclophosphamide, vincristine, and dexamethasone) were evaluated for pretreatment characteristics predictive for response and survival. Two characteristics, poor performance status and massive bulky disease, were negatively associated with response rate in a multivariate analysis. These two characteristics were also negatively associated with survival in multivariate analysis, as was another factor, an increased number of extranodal sites of disease. These three pretreatment characteristics were used to construct a model containing 12 categories of patients at increasing risk for relapse and shortened survival. These categories divided naturally into three broad groups of patients with respective 5-year survival rates of 68%, 55%, and 24%.